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NEWS RELEASE
UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON TAPS LISA KLOPPENBERG AS LAW SCHOOL DEAN,
ONE OF 25 WOMEN TO HEAD LAW SCHOOLS NATIONALLY
DAYTON, Ohio~ Lisa Kloppenberg, who's an expert in constitutional law, an advocate
of settling disputes before they reach court and a proponent of human rights, will become dean of
the University of Dayton's School of Law this summer.
"She's got tremendous energy and sense of purpose that's infectious. Her resume is
outstanding," said John Geiger, provost and senior vice president for academics. "She brings a
vision of what legal education can be at the University of Dayton. She's got a terrific sense of our
mission and purpose."
She joins an elite group. Only 24 other women are serving as deans at the nation's 183
accredited law schools, where female enrollment is approaching 50 percent, according to the
American Bar Association. At 38, she is one of the youngest law school deans in the country, UD
officials say.
Since 1992, she's worked as an associate professor of law at the University of Oregon,
where she founded the Appropriate Dispute Resolution (ADR) program. As director of the ADR
program, she has worked with faculty, students, judges, lawyers, business leaders, government
agencies and a broad cross-section of groups interested in ADR. She has raised funds, led efforts
to revise the law school curriculum and spoken nationally on more effective and efficient ways to
resolve conflict.
Her book, Playing it Safe: How the Supreme Court Dodges Hard Issues and Stunts the

Development of the Law, will be published by New York University Press this year.
Kloppenberg teaches courses in such areas as civil procedure, alternative dispute
resolution, constitutional law and federal courts. She is a popular but rigorous teacher, who won
the University of Oregon's Orlando J. Hollis Distinguished Teaching Award in 1994. Her research
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has focused on constitutional issues, with a current focus on "avoidance doctrine" - a collection
of rules instructing federal judges to rule on constitutional questions only when necessary.
Kloppenberg brings a commitment to social justice issues to the job. Since 1993, she has
coordinated pro bono legal assistance for a Eugene, Ore., organization, Amigos de los
Sobrivivientos ("Friends of the Survivors"}, which aids victims of torture. She also worked pro
bono for the Guatemala Human Rights Commission-U.S.A. and the James Madison Memorial
Fellowship Foundation, which awards fellowships to needy students.
She "has a passion" for helping children. She serves on the board of directors of the Relief
Nursery in Eugene, Ore., which coordinates services for abused and neglected children from birth
to 6 years old. She's also part of a national advisory committee for the Reclaiming Futures Project
of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation that helps troubled youth with substance abuse problems.
"I'm greatly honored to be asked to be the dean of the University of Dayton School of Law.
I find it to be a compelling and unique place with its Marianist mission, new law school building,
strong faculty, caring community, technology and social justice programs, as well as the incredible
support offered by University," she said. "My family and I are delighted about the prospect of
being part of the UD community and the larger Dayton community."
Kloppenberg's family includes husband Mark Zunich, a lawyer who works as a university
administrator, three children between the ages of 4 and 10 and her mother-in-law.
Kloppenberg received a bachelor's degree in English and journalism from the University of
Southern California in 1984. She earned a law degree in 1987 from the University of Southern
California Law Center, where she was the editor-in-chief of the, Southern California Law Review. She
then held a prestigious clerkship with Dorothy Wright Nelson, a federal appellate judge and
trailblazer in the ADR field. She passed the bar in California and the District of Columbia. She
worked in Washington, D.C., for four years as an attorney with Kaye, Scholer, Fierman, Hays &
Handler before joining the University of Oregon School of Law.
Kloppenberg replaces Francis Conte, who has served as dean since 1987. Under his
leadership, the University raised the funds, designed and built Joseph E. Keller Hall, a model for
practicing law in the technological age. He will rejoin UD's law faculty as a full-time professor on
Julyl.
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